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mile, hang on every wall. Adjutants service these maps
twenty-four hours a day, for at all hours of the ^ day and
night direct telephone wires connect this room with Army
headquarters at each of the fronts.
The President is constantly in touch with all com-
manders, and often a field set is plugged in for a special
report from some salient. Sometimes you could hear the
firing as clearly as the voice on the line.
His Excellency and Mrs. Ryti's private apartments are
on the third floor. His library is there, off a bedroom ; book-
shelves to the high ceilings, tables piled as they generally
are by a man who likes to read, a large fireplace with a
beautifully carved mantel, the fire always burning, good
lights on the desk and beside deep leather chairs, tall win-
dows that open on a balcony, other windows that were
touched by the bristles of snow-sprinkled pines.
This was a room in which to work and talk and live. The
beauty in this room was its easy naturalness.
Day after day in His Excellency's library at the Pre-
sidentin Linna, walking in the lovely hills around Helsinki,
standing with the soldiers in their barracks and in the field,
this calm and determined man led me through every refine-
ment of Finland's problem and Finland's policy, quietly and
with a fine sense for the shading of each English word.
Going into the immense General Staff map-room time and
again to point out with meticulous care each question of
German participation, the exact location and strength of all
Finnish units from the White Sea to Lake Ladoga, giving
every known particular of Russian strength and deployment
to highlight the problem of Finland's defence, he showed
me the successive stages of what would have happened if
his country had stood alone.
I told the President in what ways we in the United
States were alarmed about Finland, which had always had
such a place in our sympathies. How millions felt that
through receiving German assistance Finland was volun-
tarily or involuntarily being inducted into Hitler's New
Order. Making all allowances for Finland's own intentions,
he could imagine we feared that Finland could not retain
her limited^ belligerency of pure defence against Russia if
she was obligated by gratitude or agreement or congeniality